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with 34,317 students. Of all the foreign educational sys-
tems, the American undoubtedly holds the first place.
The French Catholic is larger but not more effective.
Since the early part of the nineteenth century, American
missionaries have been planting schools, hospitals,
churches and colleges all over Turkey and today they
are a great power in the land. The American Board
of Foreign Missions, which operates in Asia Minor and
northern Mesopotamia, and the Presbyterian Board,
which, confines itself to Syria, are the two principal socie-
ties, though there are several others. No foreign nation
can claim so disinterested an attitude towards the peo-
ple, Moslem and Christian alike, as can America. Her
purpose in education has been entirely humanitarian
and is entirely free from any political or commercial
bias, which can be said of no other foreign nation in
Turkey. This has been recognized by the Government
as well as by the people and the Americans have in
consequence enjoyed universal respect and esteem. They
have been able to include in their schools, representatives
of all the various nationalities found in the Ottoman
Empire.
The American system of education in Turkey is more
extended than any other and includes a larger variety
of institutions. There are besides ordinary elementary
and secondary schools, kindergartens, normal, industrial
and medical schools as well as theological seminaries and
colleges. There are also small schools for the blind and
deaf.
The equipment of these mission schools is varied, but
on the whole, very good indeed. Professors, instructors
and doctors connected with them are the representatives
of the best universities in this country. The standard
of scholarship is good and the curricula are based upon
American ideas, but cleverly adapted to the needs of the
country. For instance, a strong emphasis is put upon

